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The Filial Ethics and Ideological Orientation of
the Hyoseonpyeon of Samgukyusa

Shin, Tae—Soo

There are five tales of filial behavior in the Hyoseonpyeon of Samgukyusa.
The dominant organizational principle of the five tales is to “pursue the aesthetics
of Hyoseonssangmi with more emphasis on Seon.” The organizational principle
signifies the combination of Confucian filial duty and Buddhist Seon and is
manifested in the structure of “filial behavior-favorable change in fortune,”
which states that one can see a favorable change in his or her fortune by
performing filial behavior and presses him or her to perform filial duty without
any conditions to see such a change. In a word, the structure is very
ideological. When considered according to the content of tales, the ideology
states “Perform filial duty with your utmost sincerity, and you will see a
favorable change in your fortune someday!” What phenomena took place after
the introduction of the ideology to the Hyoseonpyeon of Samgukyusa? First,
the status of the lower class was raised through a “favorable change in
fortune.” Secondly, the ideology got rid of humanity. The two represent
significance and limitation, respectively. That is, the former represents the
significance of “filial behavior—-favorable change in fortune” ideology, whereas

the latter does the limitation of the ideology.

Key Word : tales of filial behavior, the aesthetics of Hyoseonssangmi, filial behavior—
favorable change in fortune, ideological, the lower class, rid of

humanity.
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