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A Study on the Grammatical Unit of the Negation Particle ‘an’

that Builds the Short-Form Negation Construction

-the negation particle ‘an’ as an affix -

Bak, Jae—Hee

The goal of this study enlightened the fact that the grammatical unit of
the negation particle ‘an’ in Korean, which builds “short-form negation
construction” is not an “independent morpheme” but a “dependent morpheme”.
Up until now, previous studies including many grammar textbooks or
dictionaries have define ‘an’ as a word and so it belongs to the part-of-speech
“adverbs” in Korean. However, previous studies have not explain (i)the
morphological and syntactic characteristics of ‘an’ and (ii)the reason why
certain verbs cannot combine with ‘an’ and cannot create short-form negation
construction. Thus, this study pointed out the main reason why previous
studies cannot explain these two things is that they categorized ‘an’ as an
independent word and regarded it as an adverb in Korean. This study intended
to exhibit the characteristics of ‘an’ as a dependent morpheme. Firstly, in
modern Korean, ‘an’ behaves differently from an adverb ‘ani’ which is
regarded as the original form of ‘an’. Secondly, some characteristics of ‘an’
does not match with those of adverbs in Korean. Based on the fact that ‘an’
is an independent morpheme in Korean, this study examined what was the
base of ‘an’ and finally found that the base of ‘an’ was “verbal root”. As the
fact that ‘an’ is an independent morpheme and its base is a verbal root, the
study can explain why many verbs cannot combine with ‘an’ and cannot build

the short-form negation construction in Korean.

Key Word : short-form negation, negation particle ‘an’, adverb ‘ani’, dependent

morpheme, affix, base, verbal root
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