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A Study for the meaning of ‘Nim’

in Han Yong-un's "The Silence of Nimy

Bae, Ho—Nam

This thesis tried to interpret the meaning of ‘Nim’ in Han Yong-un’s "The
Silence of Nimy. This thesis suggest a interpretation that the ‘Otherness’
which Emmanuel Levinas’s philosophy essence can explain the ambiguity
of ‘Nim’ in "The Silence of Nimy. We can interpret the meaning of ‘Nim’ more
accurately when we focused on the ethical aspect in Han Yong—un’s works.

Han Yong—un died in 1944, and Levinas published his first important book
in 1947. Therefore between Han Yong—un and Levinas, there was no influence
or effect each other. However, they both had a tragic experience from
Fascism. Han Yong-un had suffered under Japan Imperialism, Levinas also
had suffred from German Nazism. Such experience made them to introspect
to modern totalism.

The value of "The Silence of Nimy is such introspection was achieved
before Levias in literary way in East Asia. We can explain the meaning of
‘Nim’ based on Buddhism or Christianity. Either way we find that ‘Nim" means
‘suffering others’ that Levinas told. "The Silence of Nimy shows spontaneous
respond to the command of suffering others. Therefore, this thesis suggest
that Levinas’s ‘otherness’ can expain efficiently the ambiguity of ‘Nim' in Han

Yong-un’s "The Silence of Nimj.

Key Word : Han Yong-un, Emmanuel Levinas, "The Silence of Nimy, Nim, other,
otherness, ethical philosophy, totalism
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