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The Relationship between Spaces and Characters in

“Hyetong Hangryong” from Samguk Yusa

Park, Da—Won

In “Hyetong Hangryong,” a folk tale in Samguk Yusa, the main characters
Hyetong and a dragon leave their places in order to resolve their problems.
While Hyetong's problems are resolved well, the dragon’s problems are not
easily resolved. They move in different directions, but they sometimes happen
to meet. In the same space, they confront each other, pushing and being
pushed. The one who pushes his opponent solves his problems, and the other
one being pushed does not solve his problems.

In order to resolve the problems of each of the characters, the spaces
presented in the folk tale are classified into three parts: A, B and C. In A,
the characters overpower the space. In this space, the status of one character
rises while that of the other is downgraded. In B, where characters secure
their power, the space overpowers the characters. The statuses of the two
characters are secured, but fail to make harmony. However, in C, the two
characters achieve harmony without their statuses being downgraded. The
C space, after all, has turned out to be ideal through “Hyetong Hangryong”
from Samguk Yusa. When this is applied to all the tales of dragons in Samguk
Yusa, it is found that Ilyeon presents the C space, the space where high and
low classes naturally achieve harmony based on Buddhism, through folk tales

of dragons in Samguk Yusa.

Key Word : Hyetong, Gyoryong, Dokryong, bear god, space, movement, resolving
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