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The imagery issue of 'shadow' in North Korean refugees’ poem

-based on Chang Jin Sung’s poetical work and memoir -

Park, Duck—Gyu * Kim, Ji—Hun

This thesis aims to view the issue of shadow imagery in North Korean
refugees poem. Recently, artistic movements related with North Korean
refugees are noticeable. As for visual genre such as drama or movie, it is
commonly being used as the work’s main character or subject matter. Also,
as for pure art such as literature, dance, music and art performance, there
are some cases when North Korean refugees become the person in action.
Considering the medium characteristics, drama, movie and talk show
programs are easy to access. On the other hand, pure art including literature
are rather harder to encounter.

It is after year 2000 when North Korean refugees writings such as poems
or essays has widely spread in South Korea. In the first chapter, with the
title of poem making as the individuation process, we looked over the general
flow of poem works published after 2000. The common sentiment throughout
their works were sadness, anger, longing and hope from the escape from north
korea.

Especially, in the text of Jang Jin Sung who published two poem books
and essay expressed intensively the sorrow and anger of the North Korean
refugees. In chapter 2, with such in mind the subject was the poem imagery
of shadow and based on Chang Jin Sung’s work with strong narrative text
we looked at the shadow, in other words, the aspect of sadness and anger
with the sub-theme ’issue of shadow imagery of escaping’ and 'issue of
shadow imagery as the will of settlement’ In poems which create humans
emotions into words, the issue of 'shadow imagery’ is sensitive and important
subject. The reason is that it is not easy to reveal the reality of one’s wound
and the group’s completely. In that text, comparing with direct talking, poem
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can be expressed symbolically and metaphorically which is much safe and
carries the merit of being able to express oneself. The sorrow and anger lying
in Jang Jin Sung’s has the characteristics mentioned earlier and in the context
had philosophical subject that overwhelmed such emotions. The implication
the poem has the function of increasing the reader’s imagination but when
it came to analyzing specific situation and the causal relationship we have
came to meet some difficulties. We predict that it might be a counterevidence
that poem making is much like their actual lives as a individuation process.
The group trauma that North Korean refugees went through is not something
that disappears or forgotten. The reason is because the shadow in
unconsciousness constantly follows the person when being alive. This thesis
wishes their works be settled as a meaning of will and hope and aims to
be used as the nation’s basis data in preparing the unification.

Key Word : North Korean refugees, shadow, escaping experience from North Korea,

will of settlement, individuation
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