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Lee Won-Su’s Fairy Tales, ‘Kid, Wogi’" Viewed

from the Perspective of ‘Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups’

Lee, Hwang—dJin

This paper analyzed the reason why Lee Won-su'’s collection of fairy tales
“Kid, Wogi” can be appreciated from the perspective of a “fairy tale for
grown-ups’. Ahead of appreciating and analyzing the work, the establishment
of the concept of "fairy tale for grown—ups” was attempted. In general, “fairy
tale for grown-ups” and “adult fairy tale” are perceived to be different
expressions with the same meaning, and they have been used without clear
distinction; however, because there are fairy tales that are aimed only at
adults and cannot be read by children these two should be strictly
distinguished in use. Accordingly, the writer proposes to indicate adult fairy
tales as “stories aimed only at adults created by borrowing the form of a
fairy tale or the name of a fairy tale”, while indicating fairy tales for grown-ups
as “fairy tales created while keeping the unique characteristics of a fairy tale
aimed both at children and grown-ups”. In this way, “adult fairy tale” will
be naturally literature that cannot be included in the category of children’s
literature, while “fairy tale for grown-ups” will be literature that can be
included in the category of children’s literature. Also, “fairy tale for grown—ups”
is created not only for children but also for adults; thus, it is defined as being
a “fairy tale which both children and adults can understand and appreciate
at their own level”. Focusing on these facts, as a result of considering “Kid,
Wogi”, “Kid, Wogi” was confirmed to conform sufficiently to be a “fairy tale

for grown-ups”.

Key Word : fairy tale for grown-ups, adult fairy tale, children’s literature, Lee
Won-su, “Kid, Wogi”
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