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Research on image of nature and awareness of life

in Poem during Korean War
Kim, In—Seob

This research considers the aspect of image of nature appeared in the
poetries written during the Korean War. It is necessary to positively study
poetry during the Korean War which were defined as a period of blank in
Korean literature, and this is because the study on lyricism expression aspect
of innate poetry is considered important.

As a result, plant images like ‘flower’ and ‘tree’ were mostly used, and
astronomical images of ‘star’ and ‘sky’ were noticeable for natural images.
Also other land images and animal images were appearing sporadically. For
plan images, it shows peaceful scenes of home town or place destroyed
because of the war however, in the other hand, most of them shows a strong
will to live even in extreme situations. Flower is appeared most frequently
as the idea of life, and it is a comparative presence from the human life that
is cornered to death. Mostly tree presents life itself as sucking up sap, the
power of life, from the land or having full tranches or leaves.

In astronomical images, ‘star’ is frequently appears as a major image of
poetry, and it gains attention at the point where similar poetic consciousness
is expressed from works of different poets. Heavenly ‘star’ is imagined as
to make bigger life world after a long period of time as bearing or curing
dying life on earth. ‘Sky’ is described as clear and pure space, and ‘moon’
as image that expresses the negative mind. Other images of land and animal
images are appearing in variety however, they are presented as a poetic
background or simple symbolic image, so it is difficult to see as the dominant
images during the Korean War.

The images of nature appeared during the war is caused by the extreme
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experiences, so this could be considered as a fruit of poetic imagination
according to unconscious protrusion before the conscious refinement. This
also can be seen as a collective expression of unconsciousness of Korean poets
who live through before and after the war rather than the poetic
consciousness of a specific period or individual. In this wise, it is necessary
to sound out the possibility as the archetypal-symbol for the images of

‘flower’ or ‘star during the Korea War.

Key Word : the Korean War, image of nature, plant images, astronomical images,

awareness of life, a collective expression of unconsciousness
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