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A Study on the Creation Methodology of Korean Writers Alliance

- Focusing on the 1946 Version of "Collection of Korean Novelsy -

Park, Pil-Hyeon

Korean Writers Alliance is one of representative left-wing literature
groups during the liberation period, which was established on Dec 13th, 1945.
It set forth progressive realism as its creation methodology under the banner
of national literature. "Collection of Korean Novels; is the anthology published
by Korean Writers Alliance in June, 1947, risking its name and collecting what
had been evaluated to be meaningful as the “precipitate” of “the ideology of
democratic national literature.” This paper aims at examining the specific
aspects and meanings of the creation methodology of progressive realism
through "Collection of Korean Novelsj.

In this respect, "Collection of Korean Novelsshelps confirm various sides
of the progressive realism asserted by Korean Writers Alliance. It officially
claimed democratic national literature and progressive realism, but, in fact,
different positions existed inside it. Some insisted on “service for the public”
or the embodiment of positive heroes, and others argued “realism mainly with
objective reality” or bond of the people. Accordingly, what coincided with one
theory didn’t necessarily satisfy all stances. Sometimes, what accords with
a logic can rather contradict with others. Because of this, what was meant
to express and what's been depicted are usually overlapped, and simulta
neously, at odds with each other.

Korean Writers Alliance eventually pursued the literature which could
embrace as many people as possible for the bond of the public through
progressive realism, rather than the literature of guidance and service, "Collection
of Korean Novels; displays one side of that effort. As there were various

kinds of discussion going on, the tendency of the works also was not fused
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into one, but ultimately, a series of works in "Collection of Korean Novels;
were closer to the realization of “progressive realism that implies revolutio
nary romanticism as its motivation” emphasized by those consisting of the
majority of Korean Writers Alliance. It's more true in that it held works as
various as their authors, instead of asserting only “idealism.” Moreover, these
diverse works showed the process of deliberation and search for the reestabli
shment of identity, which could not be avoided for the accomplishment of
democratic national literature, and therefore, which was a proper first step,
during the time with the tasks of the foundation of a nation and new national
literature. The rapidly changing situation of the times after it made its natural
development impossible, but at least at the starting point, it was standing

on the right position in its own way.

Key Word : Korean Writers Alliance, Creation Methodology, Collection of Korean
Novels, progressive realism, reestablishment of identity
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