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Lee Suk-Hoon’s Bilingual Novels with ‘Manchuria’ for

Background and His Activities in Manchuria

Shin, Mi—=Sam - Roh, Sang—Rae

This study is to analyze Lee Suk-Hoon’s bilingual novels with ‘Manchuria’
for background at the late Japanese colonial period and his activities in
Manchuria after his going to Manchuria in August 1943. In the novels
published in Chosun whose subject matter was Manchuria, the logic of
Japanese colonialism for Manchuria and Manchukuo was reflected fully.
Manchuria was represented as a place of ‘Heavenly land’ and chaos before
and after establishment of Manchukuo. Manchuria was set as a place in which
the logic of the Unity of Chosun and Manchuria, the Unification of Japan and
Chosun was in common use regardless of the founding principles, the
Harmony of five races and the Harmony of ethnic groups. Additionally, the
Japanization policy was revealed in the novels plainly.

Keenly aware of the contradiction of the Unification of Japan and Chosun
in Nokki Renmei(Green Flag League), he moved into Manchuria in August
1943 where his uncle resided and he felt freer than in Chosun. His move was
to gain a livelihood newly in the familiar place Manchuria as in his novel
Sunyoung(3%%), He in Manchuria did not publish the Japanization literature
which revealed the Japanese colonialism and the urge for military service
openly unlike in Chosun. However, he inclined to the founding principles of
Manchukuo and wrote a novel to shape up the exploitation of Manchuria.

He who played a role in the newspaper company of Manchuria noticed
perhaps the defeat and the collapse of Japan, which let him know the change
in the state of affairs and led to a belated self-inspection. His recovery in
the historical sense of balance can be found in the novel Ihyang(3%5) of Lee,

Geum-Nam published after the Korean liberation, whose name was regarded
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as Lee, Suk-Hoon’s pen name. His ending up in his writing career after March
1945 was a scheduled step.

Key Word : Manchukuo, Heavenly land, Cooperation, Division, Harmony of ethnic
groups, Harmony of five races, Exploitation, Self-inspection
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