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Discussion of Nationality Issue in <Yusorangjeon>

Woo, Hwa

This study discussed the nationality issue of <Yusorangjeon (Z/fgfd)>
which is the only existing piece of "Sindokjaesutackbon Jeongijip (i J% 7255
A(HZFEE) ), to clarify that this novel is a Korean novel.

Preceding studies have discussed that the source or origin of
<Yusorangjeon> is China, but the evidence of those studies were not enough
to conclude the nationality issue. Also, there is no piece or related record found
in the Chinese literature that is similar to <Yusorangjeon> or can be its
source. Therefore, the nationality issue of <Yusorangjeon> shall be rediscussed.
In order to clarify the nationality issue of <Yusorangjeon>, this study
concentrated on its text to explore the arrangement of space, names, and use
of vocabularies for evidence.

The arrangement of space in <Yusorangjeon> is considerably different
from the actual geographical spaces of China. Considering the author’s
misunderstanding of the names of places, such as Namto (F§+)’, ‘Namju (F§
JH)’, ‘Namjung ()", “‘Wolgye (#3%)", and ‘Geumneungbu (4:f£FF) in the
novel, and the route of travel that does not match the actual route of China,
e.g., Jeolgang (L) and Geumneung (4:F%) must be passed to travel from
Guangdong (F£#) to Namnyeong (F§%), it was found that the author of
<Yusorangjeon> is a foreigner who is not familiar with the geography or
history of China.

Also, many names and vocabularies in <Yusorangjeon> do not match the
linguistic customs of China. Yusorang in the novel call herself ‘Sonyeo (Z%#)
and ‘Soje (ZV#5)’, but these expressions do not match the linguistic customs
of China. Other vocabularies and expressions that do not follow the linguistic
customs of China include ‘Gadon (K&)', Nocheong (#7)’, and ‘Jepilchulchui
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chimcha (&$8:HmEiE=K)". These vocabularies and expressions that reflect
Korean character are substantial evidence tht <Yusorangjeon> can possibly

be a Korean novel.

Key Word : Yusorangjeon, Sindokjaesutaekbon Jeongijip, Nationality Issue,
Arrangement of Space, Cheonjido (FJfi), Linguistic Customs
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