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Poetics of Refugee

- The study on A Day of the Novelist
Mr. Gubo written by Inhoon Choi-

Park, Geun—Ye

This study attempts to examine, based on ‘A Day of the Novelist Mr. Gubo’,
written by Inhoon Choi, what literature meant in Korea during the 1970s
through Mr. Gubo who was a refugee and a novelist worker. As a novelist
during the 1970s, Gubo explains the realistic difficulties of life as a refugee
and creating a novel, from a viewpoint of a refugee, novelist, and critique.
In ‘the space of words,” he reveals the perception of a refugee novelist about
art and literature, crossing the boundaries between worldly life and scared
world that people rarely experience simultaneously, in other words, between
daily life and art, and painful life of a refugee and peaceful and beautiful art
world.

Art, especially the artists Chagall and Jungseop Lee play an important role
when Gubo’s perception about art and literature materializes. When Gubo
faces a limit as a novelist in writing a novel that recreates reality in detail
with ‘words,” he encounters art of Chagall and Lee that is composed of lines
and colors instead of words. In this encounter, Gubo has aesthetical
experience of true joy and peace from art that overcomes the realistic limits
of a refugee artist, and also finds artistic meaning of literature for a refugee
who has lost his hometown, tradition, and truth. Living in Korea in the early
1970s with National Emergency Declaration, martial law, constitution and
declaration of the Yushin constitution, where people could not specifically
express the reality with ‘words,” Gubo does not only recognizes the problems
facing literature during that time and lamenting about it, but he also discovers

the language of rebellion of a young poet who refused the reality by means



of death and praises its artistic value as a critique, in terms of the existence
of literature in the 1970s. The world of poetry (literature), which is like a
cry of a poet who killed himself to escape from realistic limitations that Kkill

art forms the literature theory and poetics of the refugee novelist worker
Gubo.

Key Word : Inhoon Choi, refugee, Chagall, Jungseop Lee, realism, artistry,

language of grief, language of rebellion, poetics
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