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Ilyeon's Practical Aspect of Buddhism in Samgukyusa

- Focused on Revised ChodongOwi —
Kim, Na—Yeong

This essay aims to prove that the Buddhistic features in Samgukyusa are
based on its compiler Ilyeon’s Buddhist thoughts. Although limited literature
has made it prove hard, its clues can be found in Revised ChodongOwi.
ChodongOwi, the core concept of Revised ChodongOwi, both provides the
theoretical groundwork for the form and contents of Samgukyusa and manifests
the purpose of Ilyeon’s Buddhist thoughts.

The Chapter of “samsokwanum jungsaingsa” in Samgukyusa only appears
to be the stories that prove miraculous powers of Buddhist belief. However,
it includes not only Buddhist history including its origin, settlement, fall and
revival, but it also suggests Ilyeon’s Buddhist thoughts and practice.

This essay focuses on the narrative techniques that deliver Buddhist
thoughts through storytelling, not through direct explanation; that emphasize
interests and realization of stories regardless of failure to deliver the implied
meanings, and that resist the division of religious ideal world and daily life.
Thus, the study concludes that Samgukyusa embodied Ilyeon’s practical will
that goes beyond the ideals of a specific class and desires its realization in

one’s life, which is based on the logic of ChodongOwi.

Key Word : Ilyeon, Samgukyusa, Buddhism, Revised ChodongOuwi,
Tapsang : A stupa and statue of the Buddha,

“samsokwanum jungsaingsa”
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