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Critical appraisal on setting difficulty of reading area in TOPIK
- On the focus of intermediated level between the 25th
and the 27th -

Hahm, Jeong—Sik * Kim, Myoung—Kwang

This study aims to evaluate test stability of TOPIK(Test of Proficiency
in Korean) and explore ways to improve its evaluation frame through the
quality analysis of test items and content analysis of highly attractive
distractors in the area of reading test of TOPIK between 25" and 27" in the
intermediate level. The results of item reactions were collected from the area
of reading tests of TOPIK between 25" and 27" in the intermediate level and
the sample size were 8461, 9,029, and 10,106 cases for each test from 25"
to 27™ TestAn 1.0 was used to implement item analysis by the classical test
theory about these sample items. To summarize the results of item analysis
of these materials, the all three tests from 25" to 27" showed the item
difficulty, item discrimination and test reliability are overally stable and
adequate as a whole. When dividing test takers in the fourth level into two
groups between successful ones(the high rank group) and unsuccessful
ones(the low rank group), however, this test of this range(the fourth level)
indicated an error in terms of item difficulty in the light of item-based
analysis. Moreover, it was revealed that the test items were made irrelevant
in terms of test takers’ level or excessively artificial to increase the item
difficulty when the highly attractive distractors were analyzed. The results
of analyzing the test, therefore suggest that level-irrelevant test items should
be avoided, professional qualified test item makers should be trained, test
making systems should be improved and the each case of tests should be

equated to improve the overall evaluation frame hereafter.



Key Word : TOPIK(Test of Proficiency in Korean), the area of reading, Item
reaction theory, analysis of item, difficulty, discrimination,

TestAn 1.0 program, intermediate level, quality analysis
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