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Study on Variation and Change of k-Palatalization, h-Palatalization

and ‘o>u’ Appearing in Dalseong Dialect

Bae, Hye—dJin

This study attempts to examine k-palatalization, h—palatalization and ‘o>u’
variations appearing among the younger and older speakers in Dalseong
province and then identify changes and processes of both phoneme pheno-
mena. At first, the k—palatalization and h-palatalization in Dalseong province
are realized in the older generation but not mostly in the younger one in the
modern society. Based on this fact, it can be said that the k—palatalization
and h—palatalization appearing in Dalseong dialect were generated at least
in the 17th century and then, gradually diffused but have dramatically
disappeared as the present-day Korean has been developed. As the case of
palatalization, it is also can be said that the ‘o>u’ change was originated from
the early 17th century, but the application of it was confined to lexical
morpheme and diffused very slowly. However, innovation forms are appea—
ring in lexical and grammatical morpheme used by the modern youth. Thus,
although the ‘o>u’ change in Dalseong Dialect has been also occurred since
17th century, it can be identified as a phoneme phenomenon which has been
proceeding and diffusing so far through gradual lexical diffusion, in contrast

to k—palatalization and h—palatalization.

Key Word : Dalseong Dialect, k—palatalization, h—palatalization, ‘o>u’ change,

language variation, language change, lexcical diffusion
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