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A study on the memory of the Korea War and the place

- Focus on Park wan-seo’'s novel -

Lee, Pyeong—Jeon

The purpose of this paper is to examine the aspect of Korean War and
the memory on the novel of Park, wan-seo. Most of the previous studies
mainly discussed Park’s memory for the Korean War in terms of the recall.
However, the memory in this novel might be the collective memory rather
than the personal memory. In this case, the collective memory proved that
retrospection is limited to the social; the writer still effectively describes the
tragedy of an ethnic group by tracking the healing process, injure, and
oppression to be left at the place and memory that the events happened
through the writer’s personal memory for the war. Her novel shows the closed
and oppressive aspects of the collective memory that make it impossible to
reflect the personal introspection and distort the look deep into ourselves
under the pressure towards ideology of anticommunism after the war. Upon
the necessity and understanding for the group, this makes the memory to
be restructured selectively, and oblivion makes it to be easily used to another
aspect of the memory. Experience of the war is no more a personal one and
that will remember or restore the individual as each subject in the middle
of the age such as a specific historical conjuncture, Japanese colonial rule,
Korean War and a military political system based on the anticommunism This
is the memory to restore the oppressive memories, covered up ego in the same
context due to the historical opportunity. With a notice of processing collective
memory, Park, wan-seo enables us to look into the truth for the collective
memory through the between recorded and erased things like public and
personal memory or between remembered and forgotten things. She puts

together the imposed knowledge and the memories which are scattered,



discriminated, ignored, and derogated, and she also specifically reproduces

why the memory is denied and forgotten in her novel. She is trying to restore
the identity by remembering the home, and allow meeting the collective

memory and the historical facts of that time by remembering the body scar

through the war.
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