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Hometown in Cheon Sangbyeong's Literature

Park, Jung—Sun

It is a well-known fact that hometown is used as a major material in
Korean literature since the modern age. Hence, 'Hometown in literature’ is
one of significant topic in the research of Korean literature. Cheon
Sangbyeong is a representative poet that he made lots of hometown-poetry
in the history of Korean literature. He grew up in several places. That is to
say, he stayed at Himeji, Japan(1930-1933), Jindong(1933-1938), Tateyama,
Japan(1939-1945), Masan(1945-1951), Busan(1951-1953). He named
hometown all the places which are remembered during growth period
especially. He expressed his nostaligia in writing sustainedly. Jindong,
Jinbuk, and Masan is a special hometown that he missed. However, there
has been little discussion about the relation between Cheon Sangbyeong
and his hometown so far. This paper will focus on the meaning of
hometown, the aspect of hometown, and hometown consciousness in Cheon
Sangbyeong’s literature.

Jindong is the place Cheon Sangbyeong grew up in his childhood period.
Jinbuk is the place his family graveyard is located. He remebered Jindong
is very beautiful and considered to be pleasant memories in his literature.
Also he wrote poetry about his parents, especially his dead mother, when
he stayed at Seoul since 1953. Jindong and Jinbuk is a not only origin of
existence and place to rest, but also ground for back to heaven in his poetry.
On the other hand, Masan is the place he grew up in his boyhood. At that
time, he was infatuated with reading and classical music. And he was
impressed by superb natural landscape, aroused poetic feeling and sensibility.
Also he was seriously affected by Kim Chunsoo who is a poet and teacher

of Korean in Masan middle school. For all these reasons, he was naturally
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influenced, they led him to be a poet. Masan is meaningful for him that it
is origin of esthetic journey. He reflected the sense of longing for Masan in
his poetry and prose. Cheon Sangbyeong’s hometown-literaure works were
caused by his existential conditions from his economic poverty and precarious
life.

Key Word : Cheon Sangbyeong, Hometown, Origin, Growth period,
Memory, Jindong, Jinbuk, Masan, Nostalgia
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