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Jang Jun-seok’s Life and World of Criticism

Choi, Myoung—Pyo

Jang Jun-seok(1903~1962) is a critic that is still known merely as one
of the hardliners of KAPF, and even his life has not been clearly revealed
yet. This article is to restore his biographic life and report it to the academic
circles and also figure out the characteristics of his criticism. He was born
in Gimje, Jeonrabuk—-do and graduated from university in Japan. Before going
abroad to study, he took an active part in youth groups in his hometown.
He started to have keen interest in communism from his youth and worked
actively in Tokyo calling himself ‘a bloody Marxist’. But his activity as a
critic was only limited to that period. Even that was concentrated in the period
before or after the theory on the conversion of course, so it was even shorter.
His criticisms included comments grounded on the theory of principle fitting
his positions as an assistant administrator in the Tokyo branch of Singan—hoe
or chairman of the executive committee in the Tokyo branch of KAPF. He
pursued guidelines from the superior authority faithfully, set forth sharp
counterarguments against those opposing to the theory on the conversion of
course, and did his utmost to defeat the opponent. His opponents included
not only anarchists but all the comrades in KAPF as well. As his logic
represented the opinions of the junior faction in KAPF, it is good to examine
hegemonic conflicts in KAPF then with it. Therefore, we may be able to
conclude that Jang Junseok’s criticism is characterized by consistency based

on doctrinaire logic with no flexibility.

Key Word : Jang Jun-seok, KAPF, ‘bloody Marxist, theory on the conversion of

course, doctrinaire criticism
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