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Features of a newly discovered anthology of song, Siga(7##)

Kwon, Soon—Hoi

In this paper, I introduces newly discovered Siga and studies its properties.
It is a anthology of song, transcribed only in Hangul, the Korean alphabet,
in 1888, recently procured by the present writer, which embodies nothing else
but saseol. The title, Siga, is newly—decorated name, the original title of the
book is ‘Chiwoltamhaengjo.’ It is the small anthology of songs, which includes
147-sijo and 5-gasa.

Its editorial policy is as follows: widely sung yeochang gagok hanbatang saseol
of the age is included at the front part of the book. These are typical saseol
of yeochang gagok hanbatang in the late 19th century. 26 Ahn Min-young’s
works are contained in sequence. Blessing sijo is absolutely excluded while
romantic sijo related to gisaeng is intensively contained. Among Ahn’s works,
romantic sijo that could be universally sung is intensively selected and
included. T verify that Ahn’s sijo included in Siga was not transcribed from
Guemokchongbu(4: T#3%F) as original script, but rather it is close to Ahn’s
original text before publishing. After Ahn’s works, works about love are
embodied centrally among saseol affiliated with Isakdaeyeop( —Bik2E). While
sijo about love ratio is almost 30% in gagok playing space after 19th century,
the rate for romantic sijo is fully 77.38% of its contents.

Based on the aforementioned statements, Siga is very distinctive anthology
of songs because it specializes in only one topic, his or her affections,
depending on preference of a compiler. It was revised for personal, individual,
or an affinity group, not for unspecified individuals. To be more specific, it
might contain special interests of a chantress who was good at gagok or it
might be revised for one particular chantress by some men around her. Siga

has very extraordinary status in the way that no collection of songs has been
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revised like this style before 19th century. This book, in this sense, has new

features hitherto unknown to the world.

Key Word : a anthology of songs, siga, Chiwoltamhaengjo, Ahn Min-
young, Guemokchongbu, affections, yeochang gagok, sijo,

19th century
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