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The aspect of memorial poem in the Joseon Dynasty by review of

Ok Dong Lee Seo's memorial Poem
- An essay to investigate the character of moralist’s

memorial poem -

Yoon, Jae—Hwan

This writing is objected the memorial poem by Okdong Leeseo. This
writing 1S one of the series under the big title of the investigation about poetry
world of Okdong Leeseo who is not well know.In this writing, I tried to review
the characteristics, meaning and his view of life and death expressed in his
memorial poem. At the same time, if I can verify the different characters
between the memorial poem by Okdong Leeseo considered moralist and other
memorial poem by other writter, then I think a clue can be investigated to
check the characteristic of memorial poem by moralist in Joseon dynasty. This
is my second purpose of this writing.

Okdong Leeseo wrote 67 memorial poems with 55 different titles. That is
5% of poems that he wrote, and these poems was expressed the object
person’s past living and his mental world then focusing on Okdong Leeseo’s
sadness after that people’s death. And Okdong’s memorial poem was more
focused on admiration then grief so his moral assessment of the objected
person in usual. Okdong’s memorial poem has three characteristics. He only
wrote memorial poem about the person he knew so the first characteristic
is about the object of his writing. It is considered to be closely related with
that Okdong focused on the life how the dead person lived. The second is
that Okdong more focused on admiration then sadness in his memorial poem.
This is considered that his poem was used to express his sadness and to

edify the people around him on education purpose. The third one is the control
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of personal feeling and the use of selection. This can be reasonable to say
that Okdong's memorial poem was used as a tool on purpose of confucian
education because the poem was more focused on admiration then express
sadness.

Okdong’ memorial poem was expressed his sadness about the people’s
death he knew by Okdong who had very clear confucian mind, and was used
to realize his confucian morality and to make understand this to the people
around him. This characteristics are not rare of general characteristics of
memorial poem but more close to general function of memorial poem. Okdong
was a friend of the dead people and he knew enough about their characters
and past livings, so he clearly expressed their pursuing world and could
sincerely express his sadness in right direction through memorial poem
additionally. At the same time, he could edify the people around him. In this
point, it can be said that Okdong’s memorial poem expressed his and the dead
people’s pursuing world together to admire them.

So Okdong'’s memorial poem can be inferred as one of the typical
characteristic of memorial poem by moralist in Joseon dynasty. To make this
review more clear and sure, other memorial poems by other moralist and
Okdong'’s memorial poem have to be analyzed in more detail. This writing
couldn’t reach the stage yet so it has the limitation to be one of essay to
review the general characteristics of moralist’s memorial poem in Joseon

dynasty.

Key Word : Okdong Leeseo, moralist, memorial poem, sadness, admiration
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