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Alternation of Coda /t, t", ch, ch"/ to s}

Bak, Jae—Hee

This paper examined the reason and the grammatical meaning of
s—assibilation in Korean. At first, this paper tried to frame the discussion as
follows: in order to figure out the whole picture of s—assibliation, we have
to consider the fact that Korean speakers can select either the standard
pronunciation or s—assibilation when the coda of the final syllable of a noun
is one of /t, th, ch, ch"/ occurs with the particle that starts with a vowel. Then,
this paper looked for certain examples which showed the same distribution
of s-assibilation such as the coda of the last syllable of a noun is /k", p"/
and analyzed these examples with the examples of s—assibilation. This paper
found that s-assibilation was not the result of a sound change. Instead,
depending on Korean speakers, the neuralized form of the coda /t, th, ch, ch. ,
the implosive [t '], was memorized as a underlying representation as the same
as the underlying phonemes. As a result, the sound [s] was not directly
derived from phonemes /t, th, ch, ch"/ but it was derived from the alternative

underlying representation the implosive [t '].

Key Word : the coda of the final syllable of nouns such as /t, th, ch, chh/,
vowel particles, s—assibilation, implosive, underlying repre-

sentation
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