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A Study on Multicultural Thinking
and Gaze of Others in a Novel by Son Hong-Gyu

- With a focus on The Islamic Butcher Shop(Moonji Publishing, 2010) —

Lee, Mi—Rim

The Islamic Butcher Shop shows the life of a multicultural community based
on multicultural thinking. Its characters are minorities characterized by scars,
traumas, and migration. The main character "I” is a war orphan and placed
in many different places including the orphanage, shelter, and Catholic church.
He is a wounded soul with scars whose origins are unknown all over his
body. Growing up in discrimination and pain, the orphan boy is adopted by
a Turkish man named Hassan ad moves to a deteriorated town, which is the
multicultural space of others. The residents of the town include immigrants,
female victims to violence, people with the post-traumatic stress disorder,
war victims, the poor, the heartbroken, the neglected, and fugitives. Living
a marginal life, the residents are reborn as goddesses, saints, wound healers,
war heroes, and people with superhuman power in the carnival place. The
orphan boy communicates with the residents with a wound, accepts his
stepfather as his father, and reconciles with the world. In the town, a
multicultural community is formed as an alternative family comprised of
people sharing wounds instead of blood ties. It also reports the reality in which
the foreigner Hassan is subjected to discrimination and object of fear just
because of his different appearance even though he is the one who adopted
a child discarded by his fellow countrymen, made a family for him, and
participated in the war for the nation. In the spaces of others where there
are Hassan's butcher shop and Anna’s restaurant, they communicate in

deterritorialized languages such as stuttering, pidgin, silence, slang, repeated
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words, and animal language. The author writes in the shoes of others and
shows that the mission of literature is political and healing in our times
through the novel. The author expresses his literary view through the war
orphan dreaming of becoming an author and the stuttering novelist who has
the same name, Kim Yu-jeong, as the boy, implementing becoming others
like becoming children and animals. The eyes of children like aliens and
foreigners are the life attitude and creative views advocated by the author.
The novel proposes the directionality of novels that literature should pursue
to authors that have lost a way due to the collapse of the East European bloc,
raging wind of neo-liberalism, and globalization since the 1990s. It also
promotes literature that defines no sects and boundaries, constantly moves
around, and creates differences in the multicultural, debordered age. An
experimental and political novel, The Islamic Butcher Shop conveys grand
thematic consciousness that criticizes the biased, uniform, and anti-human
right attitude of the society and delivers fun to the readers through humor,
fairy tale-like atmosphere, fantasy, irony, and witty remarks, which focuses

attention on it as an issue-making work.

Key Word : multicultural thinking, gaze of others, carnival space, becoming

others, deterritorialized language, mission of literature, children
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