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Hometown Consciousness in

Cho Meyoung-Am's Popular Song Lyrics

Seo, Young—Hee

It is possible to say that hometown is a place which keeps 'prototype’ of
life. And it is a place of confirming our identification placed in the middle
in spite of any changes. Cho Meyoung—Am showed in his works that to make
hometown perfect was an existence of family, of which mother was a figure
who was in the center of hometown and corresponded to hometown itself.
He tried to reflect directly the realities of people and the situation of Japanese
forced-ruling period through the wandering people. And also, he wanted to
show the firmness of spirit through the wandering people who adhered to
hometown, did not give up the will to live, awakened themselves even in
self-torment and pessimism. The persons who left their hometown dreamt
of going back to hometown endlessly. The hometown of which they dreamt
was a beautified and moulded perfect utopia. He tried to suggest a harmonious
world and dreams which can be achieved, and to create a fertile world of
myth. To seek a hometown in his work was a method for ensuring national
and collective subjectivity. He pictured intensely the realities of the people
who were tormented by poverty under Japan's colonial rule, based on the

aesthetics of controlled language.

Key Word : Cho Meyoung-Am, Popular Song, Hometown Consciousness,

Wandering, Utopia
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