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The Aspects of Women images and its Historical Implications in

the Medieval Korean Classical Poetry

Park, Sang—Young

The purpose of this study is to present the aspects of women images and
its historical implications in the Medieval Korean Classical Poetry, especially
the ancient poetic songs, Hyangga, Goryeosokyo. Women images have been
studied in various types of ways, however, they have never been diachronic
researched in the Medieval Korean classical poetry. Women images are
important because they are closely related to the lyricism and restore the
women that have been marginalized in the male-dominated literary discourse.

Women in the ancient poetic songs appear as a subject of singing and
letting men sing. In any case, women have common characteristics such as
realistic presence, women who lack desire, living in absence of happiness,
but they are shown in a positive aspects to try to solve their own problems
by themselves. Two types of women are discovered in Hyangga, the first
image is active women who try to solve their own problems and the second
image is voluptuous women who exist as an object of men’s desire. In the
former case, women are mainly discovered from the text of religious
tendencies and in the latter case, women are usually discovered from the text
of the realistic tendencies with affection matter. In Goryeosokyo, three types
of women images are discovered, active women, objectified women by men,
telling but silent women who delegate men. Their images generally are
presented as an image of a delicate and traditional patient female archetype
by the convergence of the inner, instead of taking action to solve problems
unlike other Genres.

This implies its own aesthetic features in each genre, In the ancient songs,

egotism which represents the characteristics of the ancient time appears as
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ambivalent form about characters in text, weak men and strong women. In
both cases of Hyangga and Goryeosokyo, men’s dual perspectives about women
are reflected in women images. In other words, by maintenance of centralized
governance system, the social spread of the Confucian virtues, the
contemporary reality that women’s position went relatively weakened was
fully conveyed to Goryeo Dynasty. That's why dual-subject that speaks but
virtually is silent, can be presented in this time by the widespread social
prejudice about women, Era of an uneasy situation internally and externally,
influence of classical Chinese Poetry’s creation related to Akbu Poems(%4f7).
Moreover, this paper discovered women's change from a subject of
expressing ‘public desire’(in the ancient songs) into as a subject of expressing
‘individual’s desire’(in Hyangga, Goryeosokyo). In the process, men gradually
turned into realistic presence from mythological and religious presence. As
men’s status weaken, women also showed their changes into objectified
women from active ones and at the same time, expansion of women’s emotion

and maximizing of lyricism are discovered.

Key Word : Ancient songs, Hyangga, Goryeosokyo, Women images, Lyricism,

aesthetical implications.
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