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A Pragmatic Analysis of Korean University Students' E-Mail Letters

Hur, Sang—Hee

This study aims to analyze various pragmatic aspects of the e-mail letters
by Korean University students. The e-mail from students to their professor
are distinctive communicative event having same communicator, channel and
topic. The purposes of students’ e-mail are various. Those purposes are
asking safety, asking a question, requesting, expressing emotion, reporting
information and submitting homework. Students use various politeness
strategy to achieve their purposes. For example, in case of requesting the
amount of burden is the largest of all. So it is accompanied by compliment,
disapproval, suggesting grounds and self-humbling etc. Therefore we notice

that the face threatening acts ask for various politeness strategy.

Key Word : e-mail, computer communication language, linguistic politeness

strategy, face, weight
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