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A study on the form of subjects in Korean written text

Kim, Su—Jeong- Choi, Dong—Ju

In Korean written text, subjects can take the form of ‘NP+/ga’, ‘NP+in/nin’,
‘NP+X(other particle)’, ‘NP, or can be omitted(&). This paper aims to explain
which form is selected in what situation. The results are as follows. First,
when the referent of a subject has not been introduced to the text, the subject
can take either the form of ‘NP+i/ga’ or of ‘NP+in/nin’. The reason why
‘NP+in/nin’, which is typically used when the referent of the subject is a topic,
can be used is that the referent identified through context or world-knoweldge
can be presented as topic without the process of introducing to text. Second,
the subject is often omitted when its referent is already introduced to text,
but tends to appear if its referent is not mentioned before in the same
paragraph. In this case, the subject typically takes the form of ‘NP+in/nin’.
Third, the subject is omitted when its referent is already presented as topic
in the same paragraph, but the subject can appear in case of contrastive
meaning, emphasis, or expressing other side of referent. In this case the form
of the subject which comes behind tends to be shortened. Finally, the subject
can take the form of NP+i/ga’, which means its referent is not a topic, whether
its referent is already mentioned in the same paragraph or not, and in this

case the sentence expresses the situation being a new event.

Key Word : discourse analysis, subject, topic, ‘i/ga’, ‘in/nin’, information

structure, omission
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