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Semantic and pragmatic functions of ‘kyeolguk’

Lee, Eun—Ryoung

‘Kyeolguk(finally)’ can be considered as a modal sentence adverb in the
sense that it indicates the speaker’s attitude toward his or her sentence. In
the lexical class of ‘finally’, we can also find other adverbs such as ‘deudieo’,
‘macimnai’ and so on. However, when we investigate the corpus, the result
shows that ‘kyeolguk’ is being used more frequently in the much broader
context than its synonymous words. Nevertheless, 'kyeolguk’ has neither
been studied as a main subject of the preceding research, nor been made a
detailed distinction of synonymies in Thesaurus. More research is needed in
the sense that each of these lexical items shows differences in their semantic
features.

In this study, we extract and analyze about 6,700 occurrences of ‘kyeolguk’
from the large scale corpus Sejong(2010 distributed version) and from the
daily and periodical newspapers to review the semantic and pragmatic
functions that can not be captured by the analysis based on the simple part
of speech classification or the grammatical descriptions.

To this end, using the annotated corpus of spoken and written language,
we analyze the function of ‘kyeolkuk’ and the context where it appears. In
particular, we extend our discussions on the argumentative values of
‘kyeolguk’ and its functions as discourse marker, that was not included in
the study of the lexical class of ‘finally’. Furthermore, we expect to extend
the result of this study to design the contrastive study on the semantic and

pragmatic features of the lexical class of ‘finally’ in different languages.

Key Word : finally, semantic function, pragmatic function, discourse marker,

sentence adverbs
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