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The Themes Presented in Park Hyo Sun’s Dramas

—Centering on Dramas in Geumhee’s May—
Kim, Do—il

Park Hyo—Sun, who began writing dramas in the 1970s, wrote and directed
the largest number of dramas on the Gwangju May 18 uprising until he passed
away. He is considered as one of representative writers of dramas on the
Gwangju May uprising. The Gwangju May 18 Uprising was a historic event
and an experience in the modern history of Korea. Since that time 30 years
have passed but cultural art for which social values were configured by the
memories of victims, the injured, and the witnesses of the uprising coexists
with its historical value. This study aims to look into how dramas about May
18 in Gwangju reproduce the memories and deliver the problems and themes
through analysis of some of them.

Most of Park Hyo-Sun’s dramas describe conflicts with universal values
centering on the people who resisted against the structural contradiction of
an unjust national power. He was promoted to director in the May Uprising
Guidance Division and intended to succeed in the spirit of the uprising while
maintaining its purity. Mr. Park reproduced the sad experiences and memories
on May 18 by those who joined in the uprising. His dramas combined the
aesthetics of realism with a process of modernization of tradition. When he
directed a theater company named "Tobaki,, he showed experimental dramas
based on his experiences being engaged in Madanggeuk activity before and
after the 1980s when he was a college student.

This study focused on dramatic activity through joint creation and direction
in Gwangju from the 1980s to the early 1990s. His dramas were intended to
share the reality to everyone, not only the injured or the dead involved in

May 18 and made us remember it by excavating its meaning. Also, his
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playwriting and performances are active actions to present the past and the
future of the uprising. This study is to organize the system of dramas on
May 18 and to find out new meanings of the historical dramas through his
five main dramas. Memories on the historic event do not stop with its end,
but its social meaning is reproduced and remembered along with cultural

memory.

Key words : Park Hyo—Sun, May in Gwangju, national power, reproduction,

memories, history, community
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