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The Meaning of Dementia in the Modern Novels

Kim, Eun—jung

This study researched the narrative theme which is exposed by the theme
dementia in the recent novels. The theme of novels can be found by means
of regarding the theme dementia as a symbolic meaning, not as the mere
subject matter of old age novels.

Dementias in the novels can be classified into three types, meaning as
disease, meaning as oblivion, and meaning as reflection. In this study, we
subdivided each types according to the characteristics of narrator, or the
method of treating the theme dementia in the novels.

In the case of dementia as disease, it symbolizes the dissolution of family,
or the damaged self, which are differentiated as the types of narrators. In
the case of dementia as oblivion, the narration of the novel is different with
the existing types of narration, that is, the forgotten memories come back,
and compose the narration of the novel. And, in the case of dementia as
reflection, it suggests the reflection of sons and daughters, by means of their

regretting the past, or understanding their own mother.

Key words : dementia, meaning as disease, meaning as oblivion, narration

as reflection, The ego undermines
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