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An Aspect of Seongho Family’s Poetry World through a
Comparison between Okdong Lee Seo and Seongho Lee Tk

Yoon, Jae—hwan

Maesan Lee Hajin, the father of Okdong Lee Seo(1662~1723, Hyeonjong
3~Gyeongjong 3) and Seongho Lee Ik(1681 ~1763, Sukjong 7~Yeongjo 39),
had two wives in sequence. The first wife was honored as Jeongbuin, and
her father was a Yusu who was Lee Husan of Yongin Lee family. Maesan’s
second wife was a daughter of Gweon Daehu of Andong Gweon family.
Maesan had five sons: three from his first wife, and two from his second
wife. Okdong Lee Seo was the third son from Maesan’s first wife, and
Seongho Lee Ik was the second son from the second wife. Among Maesan’s
all five sons, Okding was the third and Seongho the fifth; and between the
two was the age difference of 19 years. The age difference was relatively
big for siblings, and the relationship between the two was not only distant
but quite close as far as their age difference.

While Okdong lived together with his father Maesan for 20 years, Seongho
could spend merely 8 months with his father and it was even during Maesan’s
exile. Indeed, Seongho could not inherit the academic tradition from his father
but studied under his brothers. Seongho practiced his study under Seomgye
Lee Jam, his second brother, and Okdong Lee Seo, his third brother; between
the two Okdong influenced Seongho much more. However, Okdong was a
stimulative turning point in his family’s academic tradition. Before Okdong
his family’s academic tradition had been famous for its literary height, but
such a tradition was shifted toward the Confucian classical study by Okdong.
It seems that Okdong transmitted such a family’s academic tradition shifted
from literature to the Confucian classical study to Seongho.

Nevertheless, although Okdong shifted his family’s academic tradition, the
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tradition accumulated for many generations was hard to transformed at once.
This article pays attention to it and is arranged. The forte of Seongho’s family
tradition was in the literature. Through understanding that Hyehwan and
Geumdae, both of whom got most immensely influenced from Seongho,
attained their fame by their literature, it can be thought that a mainstream
of the academic tradition of Seongho’s family was the literature. Furthermore,
it can be analogized that within the literary tradition lay the family members’s
own common denominator. This article to search for the common denominator
among the literatures of Seongho’s family and to exteriorize their literary
concomitant features. Throughout the process, this study attempts to search
for the literary characteristics of Seongho’s family, and based on it to
exteriorize the relationship between an individual and the academic tradition
of his family.

Key Words : Okdong Lee Seo, Seongho Lee Ik, literary theory, literary

creation theory, poetry world, Seongho’s family
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