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Transition of Successor Conflicts in the Family Novels of the late

Joseon Dynasty
-focused on <Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok><Seonghyeongongsukryeolgi>

<Wanwolhyemaengyeon>-
Lee, Hyun—ju

Until now, we just have assumed the Family Novels of the late Joseon
Dynasty may be works in the 18th or 19th century and can’t identify the
chronological order among them. This study aims at making clear the
time-related characteristics of the Novels and the chronological order among
them through researching the phase of successor conflicts in the Family
Novels of the late Joseon Dynasty.

Successor conflict means the family troubles at the time of selecting family
successor and after that time. The troubles are also political problems. This
study focuses on three Novels, <Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok><Seonghyeon
—-gongsukryeolgi><Wanwolhyemaengyeon>, among the Family Novels of the
late Joseon Dynasty. In <Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok™>, they adopted the
second son of the third youngest brother and thought canceling the adoption.
In <Wanwolhyemaengyeon>, they adopted the first son of younger brother
and didn’t have thought of canceling the adoption. In the Family Novels of
the late Joseon Dynasty, the latter the time of the work is, the greater power
an adoptive father has. In <Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok><Seonghyeongong
-sukryeolgi>, a true father can ask for returning his true son. But in
<Wanwolhyemaengyeon>, a true father can’t ask for returning his true son.
The reason is that the power of the patriarch is growing stronger.
Comparatively, the power of an adoptive father becomes stronger than that

of true father and the demand of an adoptive mother is more emphasized than
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that of a true mother. Even two adoptive mothers are appeared in the latter
Novels. Usually, the first wife & adoptive mother has good character and the
second wife & adoptive mother has bad character because the second wife
opposes the patriarchal system. The only adoptive mother appears in
<Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok>, but two adoptive mothers are appears in
<Seonghyeongongsukryeolgi>.

This study clarifies the chronological order among the Family Novels of
the late Joseon Dynasty through researching the characteristics of successor
conflicts. After examining the possible successor, the possibility of canceling
adoption, a true father & mother and a adoptive father & mother, the following
conclusion 1s deduced ; <Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok> must be the oldest
Family Novel among three of them and <Seonghyeongongsukryeolgi> is the

second oldest one. <Wanwolhyemaengyeon> must be the latest one.

Key words : Umsihyomuncheonghaenglok, Seonghyeongongsukryeolgi,
Wanwolhyemaengyeon, successor conflict, canceling adoption,
conflict between true and adoptive fathers, the first wife &

adoptive mother, the second wife & adoptive mother
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