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A Study on Women Subjectivity in Kim Sung-Ok's Novels

-Focusing on Streerwalking ar Night and Common Woman-

Lee, Eun—young

The purpose of this study is to investigate the meaning of the women
subjects by analyzing Streetwalking at Night and Common Woman in which
protagonists are women.

In Kim Sung-Ok’s early works, women characters were described as
should-be-discarded-beings in the course of the symbolic order of
'modernism’ discourse by men subject’s. Besides, they were depicted as
others who cause cracks on the men subjects’ consciousness constantly. But
women characters in Streetwalking at Night and Common Woman are
embodied as subjects who realize their own sexual identity. At the same time,
they are subjects internalizing women discourse in 1960s.

For example, woman subject in Streetwalking at Night is mixed free
"sexual discourse’ with 'maternity discourse’. The former is so called sex
revolution in 1960s and the latter emphasizes women's social contribution.
And woman subject in Common Woman is also mixed 'sexual discourse’ with
a good wife and wise mother discourse’ which enforces patriarchal norms
on women through modernization project.

Taking into consideration the following three grounds, I concluded women
subjects who have woman discourse of 1960s in Streetwalking at Night and
Common Woman have a meaning that individuals enlarge their social
interests. Finally, I suggest the three points for the above grounds. First,
Women subjects in Kim Sung-Ok’s early novels were others of men subjects.
However, they really become subjects in Streetwalking at Night and Common
Woman. Second, women subjects in the novels find their daily lives full of

falsehood and hypocrisy. Third, they try to have a true relationship and
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communicate with society.

Key words: woman subject, Streetwalking at Night, Common Woman,
modernization project, woman discourse, sexual discourse,
maternity discourse, good wife and wise mother discourse,

mixed, social interest enlargement.
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