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Money, Sex, and Love

-A Study on Yi-sang’s Na/-gae

Kang, Hun—kook

In this dissertation, I try to make a thorough interpretation to the meaning
of Yi-sang’s Nal-gae. There are many good interpretations of the text, but
some parts of the text which are too difficult to understand are not interpreted
yet. Besides, I think that the text could be re-interpreted with new methods.

At first, I discusse the prologue of the text. There are two positions to
it. The one regard it as a part of the text, the other dosen’t. Researchers who
stand on the latter position consider the prologue as ‘the words of writer,
so it dosen’t related to the text from their viewpoint. They indicate the first
print version of Nal-gae as the basis of their insistance. I can’t find out any
evidence which confirms the prologue ‘the words of writer’ in the layout style
of the first version. There is no information in the contents which indicate
the real writer, too. I decide that the prologue exposes the narrating situation
where narrator’s action is perfomed. The reason why the style of the prologue
differs from the other part of the text is that the former shows the narrating
situation, while the latter hide it with subsequent narrating.

The narrative structure of Nal-gae is discussed after the interpretation
of the prologue. The protagonist of this text lives a woman who is a prostitute.
The woman whom the protagonist calls his wife sells her sex to male visitors
in order to make money. She gives her husband coins instead of her love
and sex. He goes out in a night to use the coins which have been accumulated,
but failing to use them he returns home. He gives money her and makes sex
with her. Such an action makes him stand on the visitor’s site. She can't
tolerate herself being a prostitute to her husband. She wants to prevent their

conjugal relationship from being a prostitutional one. So she gives him Adalin
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which is a sleeping pill for a month. In fact she cheats him, because she tells
him that she give him Aspirin as a cold medicin. He discovers the truth after
a month, and distrust her. He understands that true meaning of her love is
a deception. Having been expelled from home, he longs for the return of his
hope and ambition.
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