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Critical Study on "Assimilation" and "Vowel Assimilation"

in School Grammar

Bae, Young—hwan

This is a critical study of "assimilation” as well as "vowel assimilation”
which is the subordinate concept of assimilation described in the phoneme
change unit of the school grammar. While the contents of school grammar
do not necessarily have to match that of scientific grammar, this study dealt
with "assimilation” and "vowel assimilation” under the premise that the
description of school grammar must be logical based on academic grammar
and uniform standard in order not to cause confusion for learners. First, the
"assimilation” suggested as a phonological assimilation in the school grammar
is a type of "alteration” as one phoneme turns into a nother that it shall not
be described equally with alteration. ”Assimilation”, "alteration”, "deletion”,
"Insertion”, and "contraction” are the phonological changes of different
standards that it would make the description more systematic if the
phonological changes such as alteration, deletion, insertion, and contraction
are described first and then "assimilation” is described as a subordinate
concept of "alteration.” Also, descriptions in <Standard Pronunciation>,
<Korean Dictionary>, and school grammar about ‘i-progressive assimilation’
do not match each other. Furthermore, this is rather "phonological insertion”
as the semivowel, "1”, is added to two phonological strings. This shall not
be dealt with in the area of phonological assimilation but in the area of
phonological 'insertion.” Finally, the vowel harmony that the school grammar
treats as a type of vowel assimilation does not have phonetical and
phonological features to classify bright vowel and dark vowel. Perhaps,
brightness and darkness can be created but their meanings are ambiguous,

and above all it is unclear how it is involved with the assimilation of phoneme.
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Since vowel harmony is contracted by dark vowel in modern Korean, vowel

harmony can no longer be considered as assimilation.

Key Words : school grammar, assimilation, vowel assimilation, glide insertion,

vowel harmony
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