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The Relation of Ego and Universe in Toegye's Reading Method

Shin, Tae—so0

Toegye's theory of ego is really revolutionary. Discussing the theory of
universe, he gets over Mengja’'s theory of ego. And Emphasizing the
Vital-seeing, he gets over Juja's theory of ego. The driving power results
from 'the activity of Ri(#)’". The activity of Ri drives the Vital-seeing on,
and again that Vital-seeing lets ego spread out into human affairs and
towards the Heaven's Principle.

The aspect of relation between ego and universe is that universe becomes
an ego and ego becomes a universe. The former shows the course of ego
reaching Simnyeoriil(:(+#¥E—), the latter shows the course in which the
Simnyeoriil is defined into In({=). The two courses orient for the common
objectives, that is, realization of In, and extend the range of Balyong(%H)
both cumulatively and gradually. The driving cause which makes the range
of Balyong(38H) larger and larger is a living purpose of universe.

The significance of Toegye's theory on ego and universe in reading method
is two; to give readers a cosmological status and to let readers reach the
condition of disinterestedness and equivalence. The performance of these
functions is because Ri has an activity but do not extend its range in its own
way. Ego, going towards Ri and universe, elevates the reading method to
a paradigm of Vital-seeing. Due to the quality of Ri, Toegye's theory on the
relation of ego and universe is discriminated from theories of other Confucian
scholars.

Key Words : the activity of Ri(3), universe becomes an ego, ego becomes
a universe, SimnyeoriilCLMEE—) In({=), a living purpose of

universe, the condition of disinterestedness and equivalence, a
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