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A Study on the Patterns of "Alcohol" in the Poems of Kim Jong-Sam

Son Min—dal

The purposes of this study were to examine the patterns of "alcohol” in
the poems of Kim Jong-sam and find their aesthetic meanings. Kim was
accompanied by alcohol during the latter half of his life.

In his poems, "alcohol” has the following meanings: first, even though he
tried to escape from the tragic reality through "alcohol,” tragedy ended up
being further reinforced because of impossible fundamental healing. When
tragedy was further reinforced through "alcohol,” the poet would employ two
contrasting images or replace alcohol with a device to depict his biographic
life for poetic expressions. Secondly, "alcohol” is manifested in its own ways
of harmony and social intercourse in his poems. When he wrote about alcohol
for social intercourse, his poems would mostly be about artists he had
affection for including musicians, poems, and painters. Finally, "alcohol” is
used as a tool for Kim to internalize the tragic reality and break out of it
in his poems. In such a case, "alcohol” is not a temporary means of pleasure
to simply escape from reality, but the poet’s mode of expression to show a
new world of possibilities beyond the problematic reality.

When interpreted through "alcohol,” Kim's poems are the poems of
aesthetics that broke out of reality and the results of his active confrontation

against reality beyond the mere category of pure poetry.

Key words : Kim Jong-sam, alcohol, ego, world, tragedy, harmony, fantasy,

reality.
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