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A Study on Social Structures and Their Meanings in the Tale of

Jinseongyeodaewanggeotaj:

Park, Yu—mi

Samgukyusa presents the story of Wanggeoin and that of Geotaji in a tale
in the Jinseongyeodaewanggeotaji. However, the two stories have differences
in terms of problem solving structure, and those differences are attributed
to problem solving methods. While they try to solve a problem they are facing
through individual efforts in each and every class in the story of Wanggeoin,
they try to solve a problem they are facing by forming an upward tie with
the lower class at the center in the story of Geotaji. As a result, only
Wanggeoin is able to solve a problem with the other classes left with an
unsolved structure in the story of Wanggeoin. On the other hand, not only
Geotaji but also other classes were able to get a problem solving structure
in the story of Geotaji as they tried to solve a problem through an upward
tie with the lower class at the center.

The narrator Ilyeon purposefully combined the two stories with different
problem solving ways. The ruling period of Queen Jinseong, which provides
the backdrop for the stories, and the times of Ilyeon were socially confusing.
He believed that confusing times could be resolved through an upward tie
with the lower class at the center. In other words, he thought that confusing
times could be resolved only through solidarity and harmony among the
classes as in the story of Geotaji not through individual and independent
efforts of the classes as in the story of Wanggeoin. That is why he clearly
showed a contrasting composition in the narrative structure by combining
the two stories.
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