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A Study on the Spatial Structure for Madang Theater
and Performativity

-Centering on <Someday, A Spring Day> and <Sampalson Nori>-
Kim, Young—hak

This study examined the spatial structure for Madang Theater and its
performativity centering on the <Someday, A Spring Day> and <Sampalson
Nori>. Madang Theater which was considered as the only autogenous
style in the late 20th century has not have as much attention from
academic circles as its status. Therefore, the study examined its spatial
structure, hoping to make researchers be aware of it. For the study, the
spatial structure shown in the text, the aspects of open space and its
performativity were analysed.

To examine the spatial structures of the two theaters, the spaces in the
texts were transformed into a table and analysed them. The results are
presented as follows: The <Someday, A Spring Day> showed a spatial
movement centering on the present space while in the <Sampalson Nori>,
differences in space ratios between the present and the past were not
significant. It means that for the <Someday, A Spring Day>, May is still
continuing and it focuses on the present, keeping the succession of the
spirit in mind. However, in the <Sampalson Nori> the present and the past
crossed each other to express traumas of the Korean War in multi-angled
levels.

The <Someday, A Spring Day> confined its space to Gwangju while the
<Sampalson Nori> used several spaces non-linearly. The former focused on
May in Gwangju with an intention to attract awareness of the audiences while

the latter opened a space with a purpose of presenting the Korean War as
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a foreground.

Meanwhile, the two theaters were common in that they ended with space
of the deceased. The decreased of the two theaters behaved strange to the
audiences, which led us to watch May in Gwangju and the Korean War at
the stick’s end. So the audiences took out the forgotten history from their
memories and looked at it objectively. The theaters accused the brutality of
the massacre through the deceased and criticized the contemporary people
who tolerated it. It suggested that they were faithful to criticism of the society
as national theaters.

We realized that how the May in Gwangju and the Korean War shook life
of the common people and the traumas were persistent by analysing spatial
structures of the two theaters.

Then, the aspects of open space were analysed. In the two theaters, fictional
reproductive space communicated with the space of theaters, and the present
space communicated with the past space. As well, the space of life responded
to the space of death. The three aspects were intended to reveal the truth
of our present life and reflect objective regulations involved with May 18 and
the Korean War in a proper ratio.

Finally, the study examined performativity of space. As a result of the
study, it was discovered that the two theaters combined various media while
using space freely or created spae with the audiences. It has a meaning inn
that the Dynamic mood emitted from the performative space made the
audiences meditate.

It is suggested that the two theaters are historical in that they led us to
rediscover history through individual memories and are successful in that

they described violence of totalitarianism through expansion of space.

Key words: space, memory, Madang Theater, national theater, May 18 in

Gwangju, the Korean War, performativity.
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