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A Study on Grammaticalization in the Internet Language

- Centering on Usage of ‘gae-’ as a prefix -

Gang, Hui—suk

This study aims to examine degrammaticalization of 'gae-’ which has

been actively realized in the internet language in terms that it includes types

which need to be described through a phenomenon of grammaticalization or

degrammaticalization rather than just a transformation of parts of speech.

Degrammaticalization has been often discovered in our Korean offline

language as well as it exists in a few languages including English although

it is opposite to grammaticalization which is commonly discovered in many

languages.

Therefore, the study categorized changes in grammatical functions into

grammaticalization and degrammaticalization to speculate their types and

characteristics and then analysed degrammaticalization of 'gae-', a prefix.

key words : internet language, changes in grammatical functions, 'gae-’, a

prefix, grammaticalization, degrammaticalization.
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