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A Cause on the monophthongization

of the Falling diphthong in Korean

Jeong, Yeong—ho

The purpose of this thesis is to inquire into by what cause the
monophthongization of the Falling diphthong is done. Phonological
phenomenon that happened since the 18th century in the Korean can be
interpreted as a assimilation by the frontal feature. Because the frontal
consonant preceded to or went back to it. Also, it can be seen as the Frontal
assimilation that preceding consonant mainly due to the frontal feature in
the case of monophthongization ¢}, ¢’ in the Falling diphthong.

It is shown that the monophthongization of the Falling diphthong by the
deletion of the ‘¢’ has been dominated by the change of vowel system. And
it is found out that the frontal feature are caused by the frontal assimilation
took place ‘o, I, in a vowel system, mainly because of the space
monophthongize vowels. And it also took place by mutual assimilation. ‘¢],
$) in the environment after the frontal consonant by mutual assimilation or
double assimilation begins to change toward monophthongization. And it will
spread to other environments.

In conclusion, it is equivalent to the mutual assimilation because syllabic
and momsyllabic caused assimilation by a ‘tongue height’ and ‘front-back
position of the tongue’ each other. Also, it can be seen as the double
assimilation that the frontal feature mainly place to front and back of the

sound in the case of monophthongization ‘€], $I’.

Key words : Falling diphthong, Monophthongization, Frontal feature,

Assimilation, Change in vowel system.
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