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The Functions and Meanings of Women's Spaces

in Chuimisamseonrok
Park, Eun—Jeong

There are two kinds of spaces representing different characteristics in
Chuimisamseonrok. First, such places like Princess Muyang's in-laws’ house,
Muyang Palace, and Mrs. Heo's bedroom, show the space dominated by
men'’s authority. In these places, women comply with the rules and physical
forces, and the conflicts between family members reoccur and deepen. On
the other hand, Chuimi Palace represents the space established by women's
own initiative with women's solidarity. Princesses draw the portrait of
Empress Kwak, their mother, and this leads to family reconciliation.

Chuimi Palace works as a healing center for women hurt by family
conflicts. The conflicts between father and daughter are directly healed
through the change of Emperor Kwangmu. Though the conflicts between
husbands and wives do not induce hushands’ apologies in the end, women
find another healing solution in the space of women’s solidarity with
communication and sympathy. The reason that Chuimi Palace can function
as a healing center is deeply related to Chuimi Palace’s characteristics of
Heterotopia. The uniqueness of the half-open and half-closed space makes
it possible to step over the boundary. Thus, Chuimi Palace becomes a dynamic
space that rearranges inner and outer authorities, and that changes the
characters. The pioneering consciousness on family, woman, and community
described in Chuimisamseonrok is a result of Chuimi Palace’s role as the core
dynamic force in the story.

Key-words : Chuimisamseonrok, Women's spaces, Chuimi Palace, authority,
women's solidarity, family, conflicts, reconciliation, healing,

communication, sympathy, Heterotopia
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