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A Study on the Foundation Myth of Baekje
Kim, Hwa—Kyung

The foundation myths of Baekje are Onjo Myth in Samguksagi( =Bl 5t),
Gutae(flLs) Myth in Suseo(f52%) and Buksa(dL5) of China, and Domo(#k#2)
Myth in Sokilbongi(f& H A42) of Japan. Assuming that Domo Myth is a protype
under the fact that Domo Myth is a material transmitted among the Kings
of Baekje, this thesis is to try to reconstruct the original form of foundation
myth of Baekje by using the materials of China.

Consequently, this thesis examines out the fact that the foundation myth
of Baekje consists of six paragraphs in its contents in a consecutive order:
unusual birth, sufferings and overcome of suffering, hardships and overcome
of hardships, foundation of a nation, recognition of competence, prosperity
of the nation. Additionally, this thesis finds out that this Domo Myth is of
a same story as Dongmyung Myth of Puyeo.

On the other hand, it is found out that the Jumong Myth involved in the
foundation of Koguryeo is of a same story as Dongmyung Myth of Puyeo,
and also that when the governing group moved south the Jumong myth was
changed into born-of-egg tale influenced by Koryaks, one of the Paleo Asiatic
tribes. And it is assumed that Onjo and Biryu Myth of Samguksagi were
changed by its editor, Kim Bu-Sik’s medieval rational way of thinking.
Precisely speaking, the former described Onjo as Jumong's son on the ground
that not only Kings of Baekje thought of Onjo as a founder of Baekje but
also they, building up Dongmyungmyo(#FJ#), paid their respects at it. The
latter was described as one of the methods to connect the royal family’s blood

line to PukPuyeo.

Key Words : Foundation Myth, Onjo Myth, Dongmyung Myth, Domo Myth,
Jumong Myth, Samguksagi.
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