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A Study on the Formation and Change
of the Informal Polite Postpositional Word "YO[ &}

Heo, Jae—Young

This study aims to explain the formation and change of the Korean morpheme
"YO'. This morpheme’s function is polite postpositional word in modern Korean.
But the modern enlightenment times, this morpheme was not formed. In
advanced researches, this morpheme appeared in 1900's. For example Heo(2008)
exclaimed that this morpheme was formed from the polite termination '-IO[©]
2.]". Heo(2008) wrote the morpheme was showed the Dongnip-sinmun(the daily
newspaper).

But I search for the textbooks that the foreign Korean learners used to learned
in during the modern enlighten times. This morpheme appeared in modern
enlighten times, the GYORINSUJI(the Korean textbook for the Japanese), An
Introduction to the Korean Spoken Language(written by H.G.Underwood, 1893),
the Korean Grammatical Forms(written by ].S.Gale, 1894) and the Corean
Manual or Phrase(written by J.Scott, 1837) for example.

I found out the morpheme 'YO' was formed from the polite terminative ending
'-10[¢] £]'. In 1889-1890, '-IO' (ending) was not functioned the postpositional
word. I reached the conclusion of the grammaticalization as follows:

. . . in the early
Period Middle Ages in the 19th Century 20th century
— _1C0? ' ’
o emin) 0 vas | O | ol
10>- . < o
Process “10,(connected 10>-YO recogm;ed one from the postpositional
. unit. . word
ending) ending.
Pr_llr;(;ID euphonic changes fusion restructure
Categ- ending the process of postpositional word
ory (inflection) changes (lexical item)
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Key-words : polite, informal, postpositional word, the modern enlighten times
fusion.
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