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Nam Yongyik's Dualistic Perceptional World Seen through 7%,
BT —E R, AL A, 15 APk and Its Meaning

Yoon, Jae—hwan*

Nam Yongyik(Z54 EEEM; 1628~1692) served as Jongsagwan of the 6th
Joseontongshinsahang (AfEBE44T) toward Japan for ten months from April
20, 1655 till February 20, 1656. His returning trip, after official schedule of
Tongshinsahang in Japan, started from Edo({T)%) in November 1, and on
December 29 he arrived at Jeokgangwan(7R[Ed). Meanwhile, he wrote a long
poem, Jeya Bangseonhangyibakri Gijangyusulgaekhoi Deukyibackunbae( "W, T
ITZEHE, fHlitais 5 G¥Pk, abbreviate as JBGD afterward) that
consists of 200 rhymes, 400 phrases, and 2,000 characters.

The reason to study Nam Yongyik's dualistic perceptional world through
the poem is both because the poem is his masterpiece and because the poem
orginizes the entire Tongshinsahang trip. Furthermore, studying his
perceptional world during the trip is for examining how Joseon perceived
Japan 60 years after Yimjinwaeran(Korean-Japanese War).

Nam Yongyik's idea about Japan before the Sahang trip, what he perceived
during the trip, and his idea about Japan after the trip, despite the diversity
in depth, is not merely his own but general perception among Joseon's
bureaucrats having experienced Japan of the time, and that idea and
perception is thought to have considerably influenced the image of Japan of
Joseon's other bureaucrats without direct experince of Japan. Indeed, the
process in which Nam Yongyik changed his idea about Japan throughout the

course of the trip can be a clue explaining the relationship between Joseon

* Department of Korean Language and Literature, Dankook University
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and Japan of the time and of the future.

Nam Yongyik's perceptional world about Japan in JBGD is a clear
separation between Joseon and Japan. This separative understanding
regarded Joseon as the cultural provider toward Japan and Japan as a passive
cultural adopter, and defined Japan as an ungrateful nation invading its
cultural benefactor. Such understanding about Japan seemed to be common
not only for Nam Yongyik but also for people of Joseon of the time. Nam
Yongtik's contempt against Japan became transformed into his self-respect
for Joseon. Especially, Nam Yongyik derived the contempt against Japan
within his sense of cultural superiority, and criticized Japan for instigating
Yimjinwaeran. His criticism appeared as disdain and scorn toward everybody
in Japan and toward Japanese culture in general. However, it is hard to deny
the possibility that such perception is derived from his desire to deny the
reality because Nam Yongyik showed his dualistic perception about Japan
in JBGD.

Watching the second paragraph of this poem, the wonderfulness that Nam
Yongyik experienced through his directly experincing Japan can be easily
verified. Japan in his experience was a country having plentiful production,
advanced technology and system, and even beautiful nature. It seems that
such appearances of Japan shocked and amazed Nam Yongyik. Indeed, Japan
in Nam Yongyik's direct experience cannot be called an undeveloped,
uncivilized, and incursive barbarian country, and the descriptions appearing
in his poem denies that his perception of Japan was scorn and contempt.
However, deeper and more detailed examination on his poem attests that
Japan in Nam Yongyik's eyes were Wae(#%&) maintaining barbarian customs
despite its gifted natural environment, voluptuous production, and advanced
technology.

Then, how to explain Nam Yongyik's marvel seen in JBGD became a
matter. The marvel found in his poem can be inferred as the result of
insuppressible strong shock from his sahaeng trip experience. Criticism
against Japan after exposing his marvel can be regarded as a natural

self-defence mechanism in the situation that the shock reach the level to
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change his ideas about Japan. His criticiam, scorn and contempt in JBGD was
the result from his deep prejudice about Japan and a natural defence
mechanism through which he could suppress the wonder from his own direct
experience of Japan in order to keep Joseon separated from and superior to
Japan.

Eventually, the contents of JBGD means that Nam Yongyik's traditional
disparaging prejudice became notably agitated by his sahang trip experience.
JBGD exposing the amplitude of his agitation should be regarded as an
evidence showing that Nam Yongyik as well as Joseon's intellectuals of the
time could not regard Japan as uncivilized and savage barbarian Wae any

more.

Key-words : Hogok Nam Yongyik, Joseontongshinsa(#ifE@&1EM47), Jeya
Bangseonhangyibakri Gijangyusulgaekhoi Deukyibaekunbae(JBGD),

Japan, perception
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