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Critique about Tldongjangyuga,

- Envoy Experience of a Noble Countryman as a Son of a Concubine

in the 18th Century

Shin, Myung—sook

Mdongjangyugay is Gasa that recorded the public and private experiences
of Kim In-gyeom, who participated in a journey as an envoy in
Gyeminyeon(1763). It is a literary document that enables us to glimpse his
journey experiences along with Jo Eum's "Haesa Ilgiy.

Mdongjangyugay, describes the journey in which Kim In-gyeom went off
while having hostility toward Japan and thrill of experiencing a foreign
country, and, as Gasa written in the Korean script, it is a work that exceeds
the level of personal experience while extending the boundary of Gasa and
condensing the temperamental humor of the author with its promotion of the
public welfare ideology of later Joseon as well as an experiential description
of facts.

However, Kim In-gyeom as a noble countryman in the 18th century, was
unfamiliar with newly emerging practical science and found it difficult to
chaotic social class system. Although he was fascinated by exotic scenes and
felt changes from new local products and amazing scientific achievements,
this was simply a thrill as a traveler and nothing more than love of the people
as a nobleman. Therefore, it is hard to see him not only as a scholar to promote
public welfare, but also one who made a difference in awareness via his
experience. Rather, he is considered a gasa writer who tried to share his
experience, identify himself, and reinforce the solidarity of his family, by
creating shocking life and death struggles in Gasa.

In the present, when the record of an envoy’s journey is being actively
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studied, this study was able to discover the process of establishing the
worldview of a classical scholar of 18th century Joseon as it adjusted between

before and after the envoy’s journey through Ildongjangyugay, described in
the form of an anthology in Korean

Key-words : Ildongjangyuga, Haesallgi, a journey as an envoy in Gye-

minyeon(1763), a noble countryman in the 18th century, public
welfare ideology, Gasa.
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