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A Study on the North Korean Novels in the 1980s
-Focused on the Short Stories of 1980s

Noh, Sang-rae

The North Korean literature in the 1980s differs from the North Korean
literature in the 1970s which goes through with individual idolization and from
the North Korean literature in the 1990s which is represented as a period of
March of Suffering. The North Korean literature in the 1980s which aimed
at ‘a hidden hero, a profound philosophic feature, an overcome of schematism’,
and so on, focused on ordinary heroes who can be found in ordinary lives,
that is to say, hidden heroes as a protagonist, while the previous novels
focused on heroic figures who backed up the theme, anti—Japanese revolution.
In the North Korean literature in the 1980s which tried to lead actual lives
into a space for creative writing, the creation of hidden heroes is surely a
niche which the North Korean literature showed. However, since the
guidelines and ideology of North Korea's party were swathed in a fair number
of the novels like a silhouette as a whole, it is true that this freshness dropped
in value.

Additionally, in the North Korean literature in this period, the narrative
of sweet love was weakening the functional - dogmatic aspects of heavy
words such as party, the Leader, order, loyalty, and so on. It can be said that
this characteristics was an accomplishment of the North Korean literature
in the 1980s, going after ‘the direction corresponding to the social realities
and the needs of North Korean people’. It is possible to say that this sensitivity
is also a sign of crack which the North Korean literature in the 1980s reached.
Also, some of the works showed an excellent lyrical description, which is

an important device of novel which backed up the sensitivity the North
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Korean literature showed.

However, despite of the confirmation of the niche of the North Korean
literature, since the North Korean literature in the 1980s was also under the
category of dogmatic literature not completely away from the palm of ‘the
General’, this writer can’t help but point out its limitation. The North Korean
literature more or less succeeded in skimming off a certain portion of
schematism which the literature of historical theme exposed. However, it
should be pointed out that a possibility of another scheme’s appearance can
not be excluded completely because the new scheme ‘a hidden hero’ is being
made intentionally or unintentionally.

Key-words : Hidden hero, Literature of shaping the Leader, North Korean
literature in the 1980s, Military-First period, Bureaucracy,
Member of a party, Order, Mother.
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