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Publishing Status and Actual Condition of Militant Songs in the

Later Japanese Forced-ruling Period

Lee, Dong—soon

This study is to analyze a militant song(ZEB#k:%) in Korea which came
out at the end of Japanese colonization era of Korea from the later 1930s to
the mid-1940s. A militant song refers to a song which is made to correspond
to Japanese militaristic invasion directly or indirectly. These songs were
supposed to be made and published forcedly by the Japanese colonial
forced-ruling power.

The militant songs are about 211 songs, which were made and published
by the leading record companies of Seoul from 1936 to 1943. This study
researches and arranges in detail the circumstances of the record-producing
and record companies in Japanese forced-ruling period, and the specific
activities and situation of popular musicians in the later Japanese
forced-ruling period. In addition, this study researches and arranges the
publishing status of militant songs both by record companies and by the lyric
writers, the composers, the singers.

The representative composers, lyric writers, singers in those days
participated in the record production, which is an avoidable task connected
directly to basic survival of them. However, as time goes by, in the later 2000s,
the Korean government made a list of people with pro-Japanese career in
the past under a justification, “Righting Our History”, which the Korean
government published into a bulky book. In that book, 18 popular musicians
were on the list with the real traitors like the Eulsa-Ojeok (ZEFiH, Five
traitors of high officials in the Convention between Japan and Korea of 1905),

which is a seriously wrong judgement.
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It would be justifiable to evaluate their great songs, and then to
counterbalance or possibly forgive their faults in the past through a
big-hearted generosity and reconciliation, getting out of high-risk linear way

of thinking, that is, the criticism on past events based on the result.

Key-words : Japanese forced-ruling period, Militant songs, Popular

musicians, Record, Forgiveness, Reconciliation.
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