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A Study on ‘Ugliness(#)” of Puppet Shows

Kim, Young—hag

It is suggested that puppet shows, the only folk puppet show in Korea,
have been inherited in terms of 'ugliness’ rather than 'beauty.” All the
puppets in the shows are very ugly and tend to show disgusting behaviors,
but their negative images attract the audience. So the study focused on
"ugliness’ of puppet shows.

Rosen Kranz and Adorno reported forms and categories of ugliness. Rosen
Kranz regarded formlessness, inaccuracy and distortion as forms of ugliness
and Adorno considered various sexual acts, distorted things due to violence
and dying things as categories of ugliness. This study aims to analyse
ugliness in puppet shows by referring to the report by the two scholars, the
reason why ugliness is realized in shows and its aesthetic effect.

The study analysed it focusing on abnormality of puppets as an aspect
of ugliness in shows and discovered that puppet show puppets were made
ugly with intentions to attract the audience. In addition, suffering of women
in patriarchical society was highlighted or impudent family heads were
criticized with abnormal appearances of puppets.

The second aspect of ugliness was slaughter and carrying the coffin out
of the house. Slaughter depicted in shows created fearful feeling in that a
subject killed was indiscriminate, but the subject showed detached attitude
even when he was killed by an absolute power of Leesimi, which highlighted
strong spirit of the public. Meanwhile, carrying the coffin was captured as
a ugly scene of the ruling party of Joseon period, which criticized the ruling
discourse of Joseon period which suppressed the public.

The third aspect of ugliness was abuse of vulgarism. As a result of
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analysing it, it was discovered that taboo words were used in the shows
without reserve. The languages which were suppressed in daily life were
liberated and led to the laughter of the audiences.

As examined above, puppet shows has communicated with the public
through humor of ugliness while they have been resistant against the strict
order of Confucianism through ugliness. Successors to puppet shows have

opened a new world of folk shows by realizing aesthetics of ugliness.

Key-words : ugliness, abnormality, slaughter, carrying the coffin out od the

house, vulgarism, humor
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