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Transition and property of Recognition on Folk Song

in North Korea

Kim, Moon—tae

There are 37 folk songs commonly and deeply discussed in the three kinds
of literary history of the North Korea that were published in three periods.
In the North Korea's literary history, the number of folk songs that were
discussed in detail is less than the number of folk tales or classical poetry
or classical prose that were discussed. This is the result of the guideline that
North Korean folk songs should meet the people’s sense of beauty at that
time by revising, remaking, and creating. The themes of folk songs are
criticism on ruler (17), labor (9), patriotism (7), and pure human touch (4).
This shows that the literary history of North Korea emphasizes revolutionary
folk songs. North Korea is aware that the national traits in 37 folk songs
contain the people’s progressive virtues, and these reflect the needs of the
time and the urgent problems in the people’s lives. However, these three kinds
of literary history do not mention the aspects of artistic imagery. National
traits in folk songs are virtues that communist anthropology should pursue.
But traditional folk songs have been underrated, while creative folk songs
have been emphasized in the North Korea. Because most of themes of national
traits in traditional folk songs are pure human touch. After all, the epitome
of the principal communist anthropology of the North Korea has been

achieved through creative folk songs than traditional folk songs.

Key-words : North Korea, oral literature, folk song, literary history, national

trait, realism, anthropology
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