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Actualism and metaphysical characteristic of Cho Chi-hun poems

Kim, Mun—joo

This thesis aimed to express that metaphysical theme is core motive
composing his poetic mood by looking at the development aspects of
metaphysical thinking in his poems and through this, to find out that esthetic
shape for nature and reality in Chihun's poems is organic and consistent
"pious introspection’. Especially, by focusing on metaphysical qualification
filling his early poems, its meaning and subsequent development aspect were
examined. And for superimposed understanding of inner side of Chihun'’s
poems, philosophy of Dasan, Jeong Yahg-yong, was examined together, who
opened new day in Joseon Confucianism through Western Learning.

The aspect that metaphysical idea inherent in Western culture is brought
forward inner self-consciousness or sense of ethics is common characteristic
found in their works. Jeong Yahg-yong, who experienced the West based
on Confucian tradition, and Chihun have this aspect in common. Dasan
criticized contemporary neo—Confucian view of the world under influence of
Western Learning and tried to recover 'practical pietism’ of original
Confucianism. He gives important inspiration to express self-consciousness
in Chihun’s poems during his study period. Metaphysical impulse and
self-consciousness, intensively appearing in the works during Chihun's study
period, get expressed as traditional subject materials and refined words
through recommendation process. "A Buddhist Dance, is very important
work. In this poem, tragic understanding of human being and sense of guilt
are diverted to the type of Oriental seek after the truth.

Jeong Yahg-yong thought the substantive personal God as the basic

condition of ethical practice of humans and as the basis of existence of humans



distinguished essentially from nature. Unlike Jeong Yahg-yong, Chihun saw
all living things as the object of principles and rules under the same nature’s
order. For him, all beings in universe were the nature living and going away
with mobility of life. Chi-hun internalized this existence way of life as his
emotional personality.

Chihun’s poems are intrinsically built from the metaphysical views. It looks
at the reality that the beings are finite in the huge universal time. Ontological
vain and sense of guilt of humans are the core theme in the poems in the
same line of <Record of Hell>. And it was expanded to Ontology that thinks
the nature’s order through recommendation process. But his poems
constantly circled around limit and grief of living things. This idea is projected
the same onto his view of reality and history. For him, historical reality was
given fate like nature innate in living things. But Chihun did not accept it
as resignation or tragic fatalism. He accepted it as the fate which follows
his calling at his best in given historical reality. Sadness and grief prevailing
in Chihun’s works, which contains historical realities, came from this
awareness. Also it is the emotion projected the same on the contemplative
views of living things in nature. In this respect, it can be said that Chihun's
view of humans, living things, nature, reality and history is 'pious tragic

realism’ with organic consistence.

Key-words : Cho Chi-hun, Record of Hell, Jeong Yahg-yong,
self-consciousness, religious spirituality, metaphysical

thinking, Actualism, fatalism.



368 BRBREXS $H598

2

st ZOHE Zo{=2En} ug

D (712-749) 45 LA tiE&214-1
© 053-810-2111

4 © kmj2111@ynu.ac.kr

F> OC Ao

ok

A o
Ho
El

r

> 402 oY

ol =2 20114 11& 152 Fi1x[0]
20114 122 1627HX| &AL 2tZ35}0d
20114 12 262 AKX =HHE.




