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A Study on Experiences and Japan in Imagination

in Late Joseon's Literature

- Various viewpoints of Japan

Kim, Jeong—suk

The viewpoints of others are depicted different according to the knowledge
systems, environments, and periods of those who experience them. It is the
same with the depictions of Japan in late Joseon Dynasty; they were all
different among the Tongshingsa, drifters and kidnapped people that all had
first-hand experiences of Japan. The literary works that reflected their
experiences also showed a wide variety of aspects. Serving the country as
a Jongsagwan in 1617, Lee Gyeong-jik was part of the Korean envoy for
the repatriation of prisoners. He revealed his extreme anger towards Japan
here and there and took a critical approach to Japan's splendid scenes. About
a hundred years later, Shin Yu-han closely observed Japan, pointed out the
wrong customs of Joseon and recognized Japan's culture in Haeyurok.

Drifters basically had a very positive perception of Japan, which saved their
lives, and expressed their admiration and aspiration for the strange world,
Having no political bias in the most extreme situations, they were able to
develop those ideas and perceptions. On the other hand, the records of Joseon
prisoners were filled with their infinite antagonism against Japan and strong
desire to return home alive. Gang Hang and No In expressed their bitter
grudge against Japan throughout their records, while Jeong Hee-deuk
highlighted his wish to see his father again.

Literary works whose backgrounds were set in Japan and reflected the
experiences of Joseon prisoners such as Namyunjeon, Jowanbyeokjeon and

Choicheokjeon also reveal the prisoners’ strong antagonism against Japan as
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well as their admiration of its rich and gorgeous civilization. On the contrary,
Yukmidanggi, which is a fictional novel about Japan driven by the wishes of

readers, depicts Japan and Japanese people to be very small and comic.

Key-words : late Joseon Dynasty, Japan, envoy, kidnapped Joseon people,

Sahaengrok, "Namyunjeon,, experience
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